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Rajyotsava award 

 
News -  

●  On the occasion of the Kannada 
Rajyotsava celebrations on November 1, 
the State government on Thursday 
announced its annual Rajyotsava awards 
for 70 personalities for their 
contributions in different fields. 

 
Kannada Rajyotsava Award 

●  It is also known as the Rajyotsava 
Prashasti. 

●  It is the second-highest civilian honor 
presented by the Government of 
Karnataka.  

●  It is awarded annually on November 1st, 
which marks Kannada Rajyotsava—the 
anniversary of the formation of 
Karnataka state in 1956 through the 
unification of Kannada-speaking regions 

●  The award carries an amount of ₹5 lakh, 
a 25-gram gold medal, and a citation. 

 
List of 2025 recipients 

Sl. 
No. 

Awardee Name Field 

1 Shri H. Siddayya, IAS 
(Retd.) 

Administration 

2 Dr. S.V. Hittalamani Agriculture 

3 Shri M.C. 
Rangaswamy 

Agriculture 

4 Shri Prakash Raj Cinema / 
Television 

5 Smt. Vijayalakshmi 
Singh 

Cinema / 
Television 

6 Shri Basappa 
Bharamappa 
Choudki 

Folklore 

7 Shri B. Takappa 
Kannur 

Folklore 

8 Shri Sanningappa 
Satteppa 
Mushennagol 

Folklore 

9 Shri 
Hanumanthappa 
Marappa Chilangi 

Folklore 

10 Shri M. Thopanna Folklore 

11 Shri Somanna 
Dundappa 
Dhanagonda 

Folklore 

12 Smt. Sindhu Gujaran Folklore 

13 Shri L. 
Mahadevappa 
Udikal 

Folklore 

14 Prof. K. 
Ramamurthy Rao 

Dance 

15 Shri Ramegowda Environment 

16 Shri Mallikarjun 
Ningappa 

Environment 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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17 Shri Gundooraj Bayalata (Rural 
Theatre) 

18 Shri K. Subramanya Media 

19 Shri Amshi 
Prasannakumar 

Media 

20 Shri B.M. Haneef Media 

21 Shri M. Siddharaju Media 

22 Shri Kota Suresh 
Banger 

Yakshagana 

23 Shri Airbail Anand 
Shetty 

Yakshagana 

24 Shri Krishna 
Parmeshwar Hegde 
(K.P. Hegde) 

Yakshagana 

25 Shri Ramayya Science and 
Technology 

26 Air Marshal Philip 
Rajkumar 

Science and 
Technology 

27 Dr. R.V. Nadagoud Science and 
Technology 

28 Dr. Alamma 
Maranna 

Medicine 

29 Dr. Jayaranganath Medicine 

30 Shri Umesh 
Pambada 

Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

31 Dr. Ravindra 
Korishettar 

Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

32 Shri K. Dinesh Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

33 Shri Shantaraju Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

34 Shri Jaffar 
Mohiyuddin 

Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

35 Shri Penna Obalayya Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

36 Smt. Shanti Bai Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

37 Shri Pundalik 
Shastri 
(Budabudake) 

Sculpture / 
Miscellaneous 
Arts 

38 Shri 
Devendrakumar 
Pattar 

Music 

39 Shri Madivalayya 
Sali 

Music 

40 Smt. Sulagitti 
Eeramma 

Social Service 

41 Smt. Fakkiri Social Service 

42 Smt. Corine 
Antoniette Raskina 

Social Service 

43 Dr. N. Sitaram 
Shetty 

Social Service 

44 Shri Konandur 
Lingappa 

Social Service 

45 Shri 
Shekharagowda V. 
Malipatil 

Cooperation 

46 Prof. Rajendra 
Chenni 

Literature 

47 Shri Thumbadi 
Ramayya 

Literature 

48 Prof. R. 
Sunandamma 

Literature 

49 Dr. H.L. Pushpa Literature 
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50 Shri Rahmat 
Tarikere 

Literature 

51 Shri H.M. Pujar Literature 

52 Shri Zakaria Bajpe 
(Saudi Arabia) 

Kannadiga 
Abroad 

53 Shri P.V. Shetty 
(Mumbai) 

Kannadiga 
Abroad 

54 Shri H.M. 
Paramashivayya 

Theatre 

55 Shri L.B. Sheikh 
(Master) 

Theatre 

56 Shri Bangarappa 
Khudanpur 

Theatre 

57 Shri Mime Ramesh Theatre 

58 Smt. D. Ratnamma 
Desai 

Theatre 

59 Dr. M.R. Jayaram Education 

60 Dr. N.S. Ramegowda Education 

61 Shri S.B. Hosamani Education 

62 Smt. Rajashree 
Nagaraj 

Education 

63 Shri Ashish Kumar 
Ballal 

Sports 

64 Shri M. Yogendra Sports 

65 Dr. Babina N.M. 
(Yoga) 

Sports 

66 Justice P.B. 
Bhajantri 
(Pavankumar 
Bhajantri) 

Judiciary 

67 Shri Basanna 
Monappa Badiger 

Sculpture 

68 Shri Nagalingappa 
G. Gangur 

Sculpture 

69 Shri B. Maruti Painting 

70 Smt. L. Hemashekar Handicrafts 

 
 

State Film Lifetime Achievement Awards and 
literary awards  (2019) 
News - The Karnataka State Film Lifetime 
Achievement Awards recognize individuals for 
their outstanding contributions to Kannada 
cinema over their lifetime 

●  Award: Dr. Rajkumar Award 
Awardee: Umashree 
Category: Lifetime Achievement in Cinema 
Issuing Authority: Government of 
Karnataka (Department of Information and 
Public Relations) 

●  Award: Puttanna Kanagal Award 
Awardee: N. R. Nanjunde Gowda 
Category: Lifetime Achievement in 
Direction 
Issuing Authority: Government of Karnataka 
(Department of Information and Public 
Relations) 

●  Award: Dr. Vishnuvardhan Award 
Awardee: Richard Castelino 
Category: Lifetime Achievement in Film 
Production/Direction 
Issuing Authority: Government of 
Karnataka (Department of Information and 
Public Relations) 

●  In the literary category, the State Film 
Literature Award for 2019 has been 
conferred on senior journalist Raghunath 
Ch.Ha. for his book “Belli Tore – Cinema 
Essays,”  published by Ankita Prakashana.  

●  Both the author and the publisher will 
receive ₹20,000 in cash and a silver medal 
each. 

 
State water commission 
News -  

●  State govt. planning to set up permanent 
water commission 

 
State water commission 
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●  Karnataka is planning to establish a 
permanent water commission comprising 
technical experts on the lines of the 
Central Water Commission,  

●  Purpose- to recommend to the State 
government measures on water security 
and on matters of water disputes. It will 
also assess demand and availability of water 
in the State, and fix responsibility on farmers 
for its usage.  

 
Composition -  

●  The commission will have 10 to 15 
technical experts.  

●  It will have representatives from the 
Irrigation and the Finance Departments, 
experts from the field of environmental 
science and water resources, and 
progressive farmers, among others.  

 
Karnataka bags award for highest under-
construction wind capacity 
News -  

●  Karnataka has won the national award 
for having the highest under-
construction wind capacity in 2024–25.  

●  The recognition was presented during the 
seventh edition of Windergy India 2025, 
the country’s flagship wind energy event 
held in Chennai.  

 
Additional information - Wind Energy Sector in 
India: Status 

●  Wind Power Capacity: India has the 4th 
largest installed wind power capacity in 
the world. 

●  Installed Capacity: As of 51.67 GW as of 
August 12, 2025. 

●  Highest wind energy producing states - 
Gujarat followed by Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka & Rajasthan. 

 
Government Initiatives for the Wind Sector 

●  National Wind-Solar Hybrid Policy 
(2018): Encourages combining wind and 
solar in one project to ensure continuous 
power supply and efficient land use. 

●  Offshore Wind Policy (2015): Provides 
framework for developing offshore wind 

farms in Indian waters, including 
permissions and grid planning. 

 
SWR launches ‘MUTS Sahayak’ ticketing scheme 
 

 
 
News 

●  In a bid to streamline the ticketing process, 
South Western Railway (SWR) has 
launched the Mobile Unreserved Ticketing 
System (MUTS) Sahayak Scheme at the 
KSR Bengaluru Station.  

●  This makes SWR the first railway zone in 
the country to introduce the initiative. 

 
Mobile Unreserved Ticketing System (MUTS) 
Sahayak Scheme 

●  Under the scheme, trained MUTS Sahayaks 
will use MUTS handheld devices to issue 
unreserved tickets to passengers. 

●   The move is aimed at easing congestion at 
ticket counters and providing commuters 
with a quicker, hassle-free option for 
purchasing tickets. 

 
Honnavar Port Project 
News -  

●  Fact-finding report asks State to revoke 
environmental clearance 

 
Honnavar Port Project 

●  Location: Honnavara (Honnavar), Uttara 
Kannada district, Karnataka, at the 
mouth of the Sharavathi River. 

●  Project type: Major deep-water port 
development under public-private 
partnership; managed by Honnavar Port 
Private Limited (HPPL) in collaboration 
with Karnataka Maritime Board. 

●  Project cost: Approximately ₹607 crore. 
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●  Cargo handling: Initial capacity of 4.9 
million tonnes per annum (MTPA), expected 
to boost regional maritime trade and 
economic growth. 

●  Opposition: Strong resistance from local 
fishing communities across five villages due 
to threats to livelihoods and ecological 
concerns related to the Sharavathi 
estuary. 

 
Cobra Beat 
 

 
 
News -  

●  In a bid to tackle micro-level issues 
contributing to traffic congestion, the 
Bengaluru Traffic Police (BTP) has 
launched a Cobra Beat system.  

 
Cobra Beat system  

●  It is a traffic management initiative by the 
Bengaluru Traffic Police  

●  Overview - to address congestion by 
having designated officers, known as 
"Cobras," patrol specific routes during peak 
hours to tackle issues like illegal parking, 
bottlenecks, and wrong-way driving.  

●  These officers act as first responders to 
proactively resolve minor traffic 
problems that cause major jams, 
improving real-time traffic flow.  

 
Chief Minister’s Kaushalya Karnataka Yojane 
(CMKKY) 

 
 
News -  

●  Chief Minister’s Kaushalya Karnataka 
Yojane (CMKKY) shall be targeted under 
schemes implemented directly by SDEL  

●  2.50 lakh youth shall be targeted under 
schemes implemented by other Government 
departments and government bodies. 

 
Chief Minister’s Kaushalya Karnataka Yojane 
(CMKKY) 

●  Aim- It is the flagship skill development 
scheme by the Government of Karnataka, 
providing free, short-term vocational 
training to the state's youth to enhance 
their employability and promote 
entrepreneurship.  

 
Key Features and Objectives 

●  Goal: The scheme aims to skill 5 lakh youth 
annually across various government 
departments to meet industry demands. 

●  Target Audience: It is designed for youth, 
especially school drop-outs and existing 
workers in the informal sector, within an 
general age group of 15 to 35 years (with 
some exceptions for specific categories). 

●  Training Areas: Training is offered in 
nearly 3,000 job roles across over 35 sectors, 
including IT & ITeS, healthcare, 
automotive, electronics, and agriculture. 
Recent updates for 2025-26 prioritize 
emerging areas like Artificial Intelligence 
and Blockchain. 

●  Placement Assistance: The Karnataka 
Skill Development Corporation (KSDC), 
which oversees the program, also facilitates 
placement opportunities for at least 70% of 
the trainees after successful completion 
of the course. 
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●  Integration with other schemes: CMKKY 
works in convergence with central 
government schemes like the Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) 
and the state's recent "Yuvanidhi Plus" 
initiative for beneficiaries receiving 
unemployment allowances.  

 
 
 
 
Bengaluru Skill Summit 2025 
 

 
 
News-  

●  The Bengaluru Skill Summit 2025 was 
held from November 4 to 6, 2025. 

●  Theme : “Workforce 2030: Scale, Systems, 
and Synergy.”  

 
Organizers and Partners 

●  The summit was organized by the 
Government of Karnataka through the 
Skill Development Entrepreneurship and 
Livelihood Department, along with the 
Karnataka Skill Development 
Corporation, Department of Agriculture, 
and Karnataka Digital Economy Mission.  

 
Objectives and Vision 

●  to strengthen institutions, build a robust 
ecosystem for traditional and emerging 
skills, improve the quality and inclusivity of 
skilling, and foster innovation and global 
workforce mobility. 

●  Karnataka aims to be the “Skill Gateway 
to the World” by aligning with international 
certification standards and vocational 
education frameworks. 

 
Fair and Remunerative Price 
News -  

●  CM writes to PM seeking meet to address 
FRP concerns 

 
Sugar Production in India 

●  India became the world’s top sugar 
producer in 2021-2022, surpassing 
Brazil. 

●  Location of Sugar Industry in India: Sugar 
industry is broadly distributed over two 
major areas of production: 

1. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana and 
Punjab in the north and  

2. Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh in the south. 

 
Sugarcane - Uses 

●  It belongs to the bamboo family of plants 
and is indigenous to India.  

●  About two-third of the total sugarcane 
produced in India is consumed for 
making gur and khandsari and only one-
third of it goes to sugar factories. 

●  It also provides raw material for 
manufacturing alcohol. 

●  Bagasse, the crushed cane residue, can be 
more beneficially used for manufacturing 
paper. 

●  Ethanol production  - It is also an efficient 
substitute for petroleum products and a host 
of other chemical products. 

●  India has become the 3rd largest country 
in the world in ethanol production after 
the USA and Brazil. 

 
Conditions for growth 

●  Crop duration: 10-15 months, and even 
18 months to mature, depending upon 
geographical conditions. 

●  Soil: Sugarcane can tolerate any kind of 
soil that can retain moisture. Examples - 
loams, clayey, black cotton soil, brown or 
reddish loam and laterites.  

●  It should be rich in nitrogen, calcium and 
phosphorus. 

●  Climate: Hot and Humid (21-27 °C of 
temperature and 75-150 cm of rainfall). 

 
Government steps 
Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane 
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●  Recommended by - Commission for 
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) 

●  Objective - to assure margins on account 
of profit and risk to farmers, irrespective 
of the fact whether sugar mills generate 
profit or not. 

 
Tenth-century inscription dating to Ganga 
dynasty reign found on outskirts of Mysuru 

 
 
News -  

●  A 10th-century inscription from the 
Ganga dynasty reign has been found 
inside the Mahalingeshwara Temple at 
Nadanahalli on the outskirts of Mysuru. 

●  It is a Kannada inscription dating back to the 
time of Butuga II, a ruler from the ganga 
dynasty in 948 A.D.  

●  It is believed that during the reign of Butuga 
II, his bodyguard, Maremma, may have 
donated the garden to the temple tax-free 
and entrusted its management to the village 
chief Vijaketa Gavunda.  

 
 

Karnataka Startup Policy 2025-30 
News -  

●  Cabinet approves policy to help set up 
25,000 start-ups in five years 

 
Karnataka Startup Policy 2025-30 

●  Policy aims to ensure that at least 10,000 
of the targeted 25,000 start-ups are set 
up outside Bengaluru. 

 
Vision  

●  To position the state as a global innovation 
hub, fostering a vibrant and supportive 
ecosystem for nurturing startups 
throughout their lifecycle.  

●  To provide resources, mentorship, and 
infrastructure desired to drive sustainable 
growth and technological advancements. 

 
 Mission 

●  Through this policy Karnataka seeks to 
establish up to 25,000 additional startups, 
out of which up to 10,000 startups 
emerging from clusters Beyond 
Bengaluru. By expanding the 
entrepreneurial footprints, the initiative 
helps the state to enhance its role as a 
leading innovation hub.  

●  Expand innovation hubs, incubation 
centers, and co-working spaces to support 
entrepreneurs across different regions.  

●  Strengthen international collaborations, 
trade partnerships, and global 
networking opportunities for startups to 
expand their reach.  

 
Resource Mobilisation Committee (RMC) report 

 
News -  

●  The Resource Mobilisation Committee 
(RMC) of Karnataka submitted its report 
in November 2025 recommending 
comprehensive reforms to boost the 
state's revenue.  

 
The Resource Mobilisation Committee (RMC) of 
Karnataka,  

●  Formed in - August- 2024 
●  Headed by - The committee headed by 

retired IAS officer K.P. Krishnan  
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●  Mandate - It is a government-appointed 
body recommending comprehensive 
reforms to boost the state's revenue.  

 
Key recommendations 

●  Increase and rationalize user charges: 
Rationalize and increase user charges for 
government services and utilities, 
transitioning to volumetric billing with 
automatic inflation indexation. 

●  Tax reforms: Restructure the tax regime to 
broaden the tax base and reduce the state's 
dependence on a few sources like 
commercial taxes and excise duties. 

●  Modernize the excise system: Introduce 
auction-based digital licensing to enhance 
transparency and efficiency in the excise 
sector. 

●  Asset monetization: Unlock the value of 
government assets through scientific 
valuation and leasing under public-private 
partnerships. 

●  Strengthen asset management: Improve 
asset data management and conduct 
systematic surveys of government 
properties. 

●  Create an economic policy wing: Establish 
a new wing within the finance department to 
monitor non-tax revenues and oversee asset 
monetization initiatives.  

●  Urban land monetisation among steps to 
shore up revenues 

 
Krishi Mela 2025 

 
 
 
News -  

●  Krishi Mela 2025 was conducted by the 
University of Agricultural Sciences-
Bangalore from November 13 to 16 on the 
GKVK campus in Bengaluru. 

●  2025 theme ‘Prosperous Agriculture – 
Viksit Bharat: Soil, Water, and Crop’, 

 
 
Domestic Workers (Social Security and 
Welfare) Bill, 2025 
News -  

●  The Karnataka Domestic Workers’ Rights 
Union has urged the State government to 
strengthen the proposed Domestic 
Workers (Social Security and Welfare) 
Bill, 2025, 

 
The Domestic Workers (Social Security and 
Welfare) Bill, 2025 

●  Aim - It is aimed at formalizing the 
domestic work sector and providing 
social security and welfare benefits to an 
estimated 15 lakh (1.5 million) domestic 
workers.  

 
Key Provisions of the Draft Bill 

●  Mandatory Registration: Both domestic 
workers and their employers (including 
households, agencies, and digital platforms) 
are required to register on a government 
portal. 

●  Written Employment Agreements: 
Employers must provide a written contract 
specifying wages, working hours, 
benefits, and conditions of work. 
Unregistered employment is considered 
illegal. 

●  Minimum Wages and Working Hours: 
Workers are entitled to a minimum wage, 
with a cap of 48 working hours per week, 
overtime pay, rest periods, and weekly 
holidays. 

●  Social Security and Welfare Board: The 
bill provides for the creation of a Karnataka 
State Domestic Workers Social Security 
and Welfare Board to manage a dedicated 
fund. This fund would provide benefits such 
as health insurance, maternity/paternity 
benefits, pension, accident compensation, 
and education support for children. 
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●  Penalties: Non-compliance can result in 
fines and imprisonment for employers or 
agencies. Severe offenses like child labor or 
human trafficking carry stricter penalties 
(up to 7 years imprisonment and a ₹50,000 
fine). 

●  Grievance Redressal: District-level 
committees are proposed to resolve 
disputes between workers and employers.  

 
High-powered committee formed to review 
functioning of prisons in State 

 
News- 

●  A high-powered committee has been 
constituted to review the functioning, 
administration, and security of prisons 
across Karnataka, following reports of 
illegal activities and preferential treatment 
at the Parappana Agrahara Central Prison. 

●  A high-powered committee would be led by 
Additional Director-General of Police 
(Law and Order) Hitendra, with Inspector-
General of Police Sandeep Patil, 
Superintendents of Police Amarnath Reddy 
and Rishyanth, as members. 

 
Karnataka records 24% drop in maternal 
deaths 
News -  

●  Karnataka has recorded a 24% reduction in 
maternal deaths this year — from 
January to October —compared to the 
corresponding period in 2024. 

●  The Health Department had launched the 
“Mission Zero Preventable Maternal 
Deaths” initiative. 

 
Mission Zero Preventable Maternal Deaths 

●  It is an initiative launched by the state of 
Karnataka, India 

●  Objective - to reduce its maternal 
mortality rate (MMR).  

●  Maternal mortality ratio (MMR) for 
Karnataka is 68 maternal deaths per 
100,000 live births, as per the Sample 
Registration System (SRS) Special Bulletin 
for 2021-2023. 

●  The mission aims to eliminate all 
preventable maternal deaths by 
enhancing healthcare infrastructure, 
services, and monitoring.  

 
Key Components of the Initiative 

●  The initiative, also integrated into India's 
national Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan 
(SUMAN) program, focuses on a multi-
pronged strategy to ensure quality and 
accessible care.  

●  Infrastructure and Resource 
Rationalization: The plan involves 
strengthening all 147 taluk hospitals and 42 
well-performing community health centers 
(CHCs) to provide 24/7 comprehensive 
emergency obstetric and newborn care 
(CEmONC) services.  

●  Targeting High-Risk Pregnancies: A 
significant portion of maternal deaths (an 
estimated 70% in Karnataka) are considered 
preventable. The mission emphasizes the 
identification and rigorous tracking of high-
risk pregnancies, ensuring timely 
intervention for complications like 
hemorrhage, hypertensive disorders, and 
anemia. 

●  Financial and Nutritional Support: The 
initiative includes provisions for nutritional 
kits and cash incentives for pregnant and 
lactating women from low socioeconomic 
backgrounds. 

 
“Koti Vruksha Abhiyan” 

●  “Koti Vruksha Abhiyan” has pushed up the 
forest cover of Vijayapura district. 

 
"Koti Vruksha Abhiyan" (One Crore Tree 
Campaign)  

●  It is a large-scale tree plantation initiative 
primarily associated with Vijayapura, 
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Karnataka, aimed at transforming the 
district's arid landscape.  

●  Launched in 2015 by Minister M. B. Patil. 
●  The program has successfully planted over 

15 million trees by encouraging 
community participation through 
subsidized saplings 

●  This effort has significantly increased the 
district's forest cover, revived 
ecosystems, brought back wildlife, and 
inspired other regions.  

 
CM inaugurates Kalaloka store at KIA 
News -  

●  The Kalaloka store, which will showcase 
and sell Karnataka’s traditional and GI-
certified products to both domestic and 
international travellers at the 
Kempegowda International Airport 
(KIA). 

●  The Kalaloka store, which has been 
aesthetically designed to reflect the 
State’s culture and heritage, has been set 
up by the Department of Industries at 
Terminal 2. 

●  It features Karnataka’s traditional products 
such as Mysore Sandal Soap, sandalwood 
oil, incense sticks, Mysuru Silk, 
Channapatna toys, LIDKAR leather goods, 
aromatic coffee powders and beverages, 
handloom products, Ilkal sarees, 
Lambani garments, sandalwood 
artefacts, Bidriware, and Mysore-style 
paintings. 

●  “In total, 45 GI-certified products from 
Karnataka will be showcased and sold 
here,” 

 
State ranks fourth in country in terms of 
adoption numbers 
News -  

●  Maharashtra tops the list; despite 
growing interest, Karnataka faces a 
shortage of adoptable children 

●  Karnataka ranks fourth in the country in 
terms of adoption numbers, following 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and West 
Bengal, according to data shared by officials 
from the Directorate of Child Protection.  

 

Additional Information - Central Adoption 
Resource Authority (CARA) 

●  Legal status - It has been set up as a 
statutory body of the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development. 

●  It functions as a nodal body for the 
adoption of Indian children and is 
mandated to monitor and regulate in-
country and inter-country adoption. 

●  Following convention  - It is designated as 
the Central Authority to deal with Hague 
Conventions on Inter-Country Adoptions, 
1993, ratified by the Government of India 
in 2003. 

 
CARINGS (Child Adoption Resource Information 
and Guidance System) Portal 

●  Launched in - 2011. 
●  It serves as the sole platform for adoption, 

complying with the Hague Convention, 
international protocols, and national laws.  

 
Bengaluru Safe City Project 
News -  

●  Bengaluru Safe City Project helps in 
detection of inter-State crimes 

 
Bengaluru Safe City Project  

●  It is a technology-driven initiative aimed at 
enhancing urban safety, especially for 
women and vulnerable groups, by 
deploying advanced surveillance and 
emergency response systems. 

●  It is implemented under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) initiative using the 
Nirbhaya Fund, shared funding between 
the central and state governments.  

●  The project features more than 7,000 
video cameras installed citywide, 
complemented by drone cameras and 
body-worn cameras for police personnel. 

 
National Joint Counter-IED Competition 
News -  

●  The Internal Security Division (ISD) 
Counter-IED Team of the Karnataka State 
Police won the 9th National Joint 
Counter-IED Competition, Visfot Kavach 
IX, conducted by the National Security Guard 
(NSG) in New Delhi.  
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National Joint Counter-IED Competition 

●  It is also known by names such as ‘Visfot 
Kavach’ and ‘Agnishaman’. 

●  It is an annual national-level exercise held 
in India 

●  Objective -  to enhance and evaluate the 
counter-Improvised Explosive Device 
(IED) capabilities of various security 
forces.  

●  Conducted by - It is conducted by the 
National Security Guard (NSG) at their 
training center in Manesar, Haryana 

 
KEO (Knowledge-driven, Economical, Open-

source) Computer 
News -  

●  The Department of Electronics, IT & BT, 
Government of Karnataka, in 
collaboration with KEONICS, on Monday 
launched KEO, a compact, affordable, AI-
ready personal computer.  

 
KEO (Knowledge-driven, Economical, Open-
source) Computer 

●  It is a new, ultra-affordable, compact 
personal computer developed by the 
Department of Electronics, IT & BT in 
collaboration with KEONICS.  

●  It was launched in November 2025 at the 
Bengaluru Tech Summit 

●  Objective - to bridging the digital divide 
and providing affordable, AI-ready 
computing access to students, 
households, and small businesses.  

 
Digital Nagarik programme 

News -  
●  Digital Nagarik programme launched by 

the government. schools. 
 
Digital Nagarik programme 

●  Objective - To create awareness about 
cybersecurity and digital safety among 
students in all government primary and 
high schools of the State. 

●  Around 1 lakh teachers and 10 lakh 
students from classes 6 to 10 will benefit 
from the programme. 

●  They will be made aware of safe Internet 
use, cyber safety rules, online etiquette, 
digital rights, responsibilities and data 
privacy. 

●  Implementation  - The programme is taken 
up in collaboration with the Union Ministry 
of Education and the social media giant 
Meta. 

●  A successful pilot was conducted in 
Bengaluru, Mysuru, Belagavi and Dakshina 
Kannada districts in 2024-25. 

●  As part of the initiative, the Department of 
State Educational Research and Training 
(DSERT) will initially train 1,00,000 
teachers using the DISHA portal, who will 
subsequently raise awareness among 
students. The training for teachers 
commenced on November 15. 

●  Digital Nagrik Toolkit- It will be shared to 
help schools plan initiatives that promote 
safe and responsible online behaviour. 

 
Mentoring Summit India 2025  
News -  

●  Mentor Together will host the Mentoring 
Summit India 2025 on November 19 and 
20, at the Bangalore International Centre, 
Domlur.  

 
Mentoring Summit India 2025  

●  Dates: November 19-20, 2025 
●  Location: Bangalore International Centre, 

Bengaluru, Karnataka 
●  Host: Mentor Together 
●  Focus: The summit aimed to bring together 

mentoring practitioners, researchers, 
and changemakers to advance a shared 
vision for mentoring as a "public good" 
and strengthen collaboration to support 
young people across India. 

 
28 blackbucks die at Belagavi zoo; infection 
suspected 
News-  

●  28 blackbucks have died at the Rani 
Channamma Zoo at Bhutaramanahatti in 
Belagavi district.  

●  According to preliminary information, the 
animals died due to a bacterial infection and 
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samples of internal organs have been sent 
for tests. 

 
 
 
Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) 

●  Appearance: Males have striking spiral 
horns that can reach up to 75 cm (30 inches) 
in length and their coat is a dark brown to 
black color. Females are smaller and have a 
reddish-brown coat without horns. 

●  Habitat: They are typically found in 
grasslands, savannas, and open forests. They 
prefer areas with short grass for grazing. 

●  Threats: Earlier extensively hunted in the 
princely states of India, Habitat destruction,  
Illegal Hunting for economic consumption 

●  Conservation Status: IUCN Status: Least 
Concern 

○ CITES: Appendix III 
○ Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection 

Act of 1972. 
●  State animal - Declared as state animal of 

Punjab, Haryana, and Andhra Pradesh. 
●  Cultural Importance: In Hinduism, the 

Blackbuck is considered a symbol of purity, 
with its skin and horns revered as sacred 
objects. In Buddhism, it represents good 
luck. 

 
Ekya Vana  
News -  

●  Ekya Vana is India's first nature-inspired 
K-12 school, based in Bangalore. 

 
Ekya Vana  

●  It is a new, purpose-driven K-12 school in 
Bengaluru, India,  

●  It is dedicated to conservation, 
sustainability, and environmental 
innovation.  

●  It is designed as a "living, breathing 
ecosystem" where students learn from 
and with nature.  

 
Key Features 

●  Nature-Based Learning: The curriculum 
goes beyond traditional classroom 
education, using outdoor classrooms, 
butterfly and herb gardens, composting 

units, and eco-labs as core learning 
environments. 

●  Curriculum Pathways: The academic 
framework is built around four key 
pathways connecting global sustainability 
themes to real-world learning: 

1. People & Planet 
2. Earth Care 
3. Living Systems 
4. Energy & Innovation 
●  Mission: The school's vision is to empower 

learners as innovators, advocates, and 
leaders in sustainability, preparing them to 
address modern challenges like climate 
change and biodiversity loss. 

●  Location: Ekya Vana is located in the 
Bannerghatta area of Bangalore. 

●  Advisory Panel: The initiative is guided by 
a distinguished advisory panel including 
notable environmentalists and industry 
leaders 

 
Karnataka Private Medical Establishments 
(KPME) Act, 2007 
News -  

●  The Karnataka government has amended 
the Karnataka Private Medical 
Establishments (KPME) Act, 2007, 

 
Amendments -  

●  Objective - to strengthen legal provisions 
ensuring timely and lifesaving treatment 
for dog, animal, and snake bite victims. 

●  The amendment follows the Supreme 
Court’s November 7, 2025, directions in a 
suo motu writ petition seeking uniform 
access to Anti-Rabies Vaccine (ARV), 
immunoglobulin and emergency care 
across all hospitals. 

●  The newly inserted clause mandates that 
every private medical establishment 
must administer necessary first aid to all 
snake-bite or dog/animal bite victims 
without insisting on advance payment. 

 
‘Promoting HEALTH in Agumbe’ 
News -  

●  A team from NITK Surathkal have 
completed the deployment of 100 
internet connections in Agumbe on 
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November 8, under the project 
‘Promoting HEALTH in Agumbe’ 

 
 
Promoting HEALTH in Agumbe 

●  It is an initiative led by Dr. Mohit P. 
Tahiliani from NITK Surathkal  

●  HEALTH stands for- Healthcare, 
Education, Agriculture, Livelihood, 
Technology, and Heritage.  

●  Objective - The project's recent major 
achievement was providing reliable 
internet connectivity to 100 locations in 
Agumbe by enabling digital access for 
local institutions, businesses, and homes 
in this remote and ecologically sensitive 
region.  

 
Initiative pillars 

●  Healthcare: Facilitating access to online 
health information and services. 

●  Education: Allowing students and 
educators to utilize online resources and 
learning platforms. 

●  Agriculture: Enabling better 
communication and access to information 
for the agricultural community. 

●  Livelihood: Improving local commerce 
through online visibility, booking systems, 
and support for local businesses like 
homestays. 

●  Technology: Delivering reliable internet to 
a region with frequent power outages and 
challenging terrain. 

●  Heritage: Supporting research and 
preservation efforts, such as those related to 
the King Cobras. 

 
KSRTC launches Flybus service between KIA 
and Davangere 
News -  

●  The Karnataka State Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC) launched a new 
direct Flybus (Volvo multi-axle) service 
between Kempegowda International 
Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru and 
Davangere. 

 
Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation 
(KSRTC) 

●  Ownership: Wholly owned by the 
Government of Karnataka. 

●  Services: KSRTC operates various types of 
services, from non-AC "Karnataka Sarige" 
and "Gramantara Sarige" buses to luxury 
AC classes like "Airavat Club Class," 
"Ambaari Dream Class," and electric "EV- 
Power Plus+" buses. 

●  Coverage: It serves 17 districts in 
southern Karnataka and connects them 
to other states like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, and Goa. 

●  Bifurcation: Over the years, KSRTC has 
been bifurcated to create other regional 
transport corporations to better manage 
services in different parts of the state, 
including: 

1. Bangalore Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation (BMTC) for the Bangalore 
metropolitan region. 

2. North Western Karnataka Road 
Transport Corporation (NWKRTC) for the 
north-western districts. 

3. Kalyana Karnataka Road Transport 
Corporation (KKRTC) for the north-
eastern districts.  

 
Nadoja Baraguru award  
News -  

●  For the year 2025, social activist, writer, and 
former Minister B.T. Lalitha Nayak has 
been selected for the award in the Literary 
field, while Shivarudraiah will be honored 
in the Cinema field 

 
Baragur Awards 

●  Awarding Organisation - Nadoja Dr. 
Baragur Pratishtana foundation  

●  Objective -It presents awards annually to 
various individuals for their 
contributions to different fields.  

●  The award comprises a plaque and a cash 
prize of ₹25,000. 

 
Awardees of 2025 

●  B.T. Lalitha Nayak (Field - Literature) 
●  Shivarudraiah (Field - Cinema) 
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Karnataka Information Technology Policy 
2025-2030 
News -  

●  Karnataka will be spending ₹967 crore 
towards varied incentives under the 
Karnataka Information Technology 
Policy 2025-2030  

 

Karnataka Information Technology Policy 
2025-2030 

●  Mandate - It is a strategic blueprint that 
transitions the state's focus from 
traditional IT services to deep technology 
innovation. 

●  It aims to position Karnataka as a global 
leader in areas like AI, quantum 
computing, and cybersecurity.  

●  The policy, approved by the state cabinet 
in November 2025, emphasizes equitable 
growth through a 'Beyond Bengaluru' 
initiative and has a total outlay of ₹967.12 
crore over five years.  

 

Key Vision and Targets 
●  The policy is designed around the "FRAME" 

architecture (Frontier & Emerging 
Technologies, Regional Development, 
Alignment, Market Creation, Enterprise 
Facilitation) 

Objective Current Status 
(approx.) 

Target by 
2030 

Software 
Exports 

₹4.09 lakh crore ₹11.5 lakh 
crore 

Job Creation 12 lakh direct IT 
jobs, 31 lakh 
indirect jobs 

90+ lakh 
direct and 
indirect jobs 

IT Sector 
Contribution 
to GSDP 

26% 36% 

 
Karnataka space tech policy 2025-2030 
News -  

●  The state government approved the 
Karnataka Space Technology policy 
2025-2030  

 

Karnataka's Space Technology Policy 2025–
2030 

●  It was unveiled in November 2025 at the 
Bengaluru Tech Summit. 

●  It is a strategic blueprint aimed at 
establishing the state as a global hub for 
space innovation and manufacturing. 

 
Key Objectives 

●  The policy sets ambitious targets for the 
state's space industry:  

●  Market Share: Capture 50% of the 
national space market (projected at USD 
22 billion by 2033) and 5% of the global 
market. 

●  Investment: Attract a cumulative 
investment of USD 3 billion into the state's 
space ecosystem. 

●  Talent: Train and upskill 50,000 students 
and professionals, including 15,000 
women, in specialized space domains. 

●  Startups: Support 500 space startups and 
MSMEs, with a goal to facilitate the design, 
manufacture, and launch of 50 satellites 
from Karnataka.  

●  Significance - The policy aligns with the 
Indian Space Policy 2023 and the national 
goals of establishing a Bharatiya 
Antariksh Station by 2035 and landing an 
Indian astronaut on the Moon by 2040.  

 
Mekedatu reservoir project 
News -  

●  The Supreme Court termed Tamil Nadu’s 
application challenging the proposed 
construction of a reservoir by Karnataka at 
Mekedatu across the inter-state river 
Cauvery as “premature” and refused to 
entertain it. 

 
Connect with the basics -  Cauvery River System 

●  Origin - Talakaveri 
●  Total length of the River - 805 km 
●  Flowing - Eastern 
●  Flows through - Karnataka, Kerala, 

Tamilnadu & Pondicherry. 
●  Tributaries - Arkavathy, Shimsha, 

Hemavati, Kapila, Honnuhole, Amravati, 
Lakshmana Tirtha, Kabini, Lokapavani, 
Bhavani and Noyyal. 
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Mekedatu Project 

●  The Mekedatu project is a balancing 
reservoir and drinking water project.  

●  Built across - It is to be built at the 
confluence of the Cauvery and Arkavathi 
rivers by the Karnataka Government. 

●  Objective - The project is aimed at solving 
the drinking water problems of the 
Bengaluru and Ramanagara district. 

●  Significance -  It would also generate 400 
MW of hydroelectric power. 

●  Concerns with the project - Almost 63% of 
the forest area of the Cauvery Wildlife 
Sanctuary will be submerged because of the 
project. 

                        
                          Infosys Prize:  
News -  

●  A scholar of Prakrit and Kannada poetics and 
a Bengaluru-based scientist are among six 
winners of the Infosys Prize 2025. 

Award Awardee Category 
Infosys 
Prize 2025 

Nikhil 
Agarwal 

Economics 

Infosys 
Prize 2025 

Sushant 
Sachdeva 

Engineering and 
Computer Science 

Infosys 
Prize 2025 

Andrew 
Ollett 

Humanities and 
Social Sciences 

Infosys 
Prize 2025 

Anjana 
Badrinaraya
nan 

Life Sciences 

Infosys 
Prize 2025 

Sabyasachi 
Mukherjee 

Mathematical 
Sciences 

Infosys 
Prize 2025 

Karthish 
Manthiram 

Physical Sciences 

 
Additional Information - Infosys prize  

●  The Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) 
announced the winners of the Infosys Prize 
2025 in six categories- 

1. Economics 
2. Engineering and Computer Science,  
3. Humanities and Social Sciences,  
4. Life Sciences,  
5. Mathematical Sciences 
6. Physical Sciences. 
●  The prize honours the accomplishments of 

individuals whose research and 
scholarship significantly impact India. 

●  The prize for each category comprises a gold 
medal, a citation, and a prize purse of 
$100,000 (or its equivalent in rupees). 

                     
Karnataka Menstrual Leave Policy-2025 
News -  

●  State govt. notifies menstrual leave policy 
with a day’s off a month 

 
Karnataka Menstrual Leave Policy-2025 

●  Women in the state of Karnataka will be 
entitled to up to 12 menstrual leaves 
annually. 

●  This development marks a significant 
step in recognising menstrual health at a 
workplace and rights issue. 

●  The Dr. Sapna S committee was appointed 
by the Karnataka government to study and 
recommend menstrual leave policy 

●  Significance - It aims to create a more 
inclusive and stigma-free workplace and 
is considered a landmark decision in India, 
as it covers both government and private 
sectors comprehensively. 

 
State govt. notifies menstrual leave policy with 
a day’s off a month 
Key features -  

●  Women between 18 and 52 are eligible to 
seek menstrual leave, and it will be 
applicable for permanent, contract or 
outsourced workforce.  

●  The policy will be applicable to the 
workforce employed in establishments 
registered under the Factories Act, 1948; 
the Karnataka Shops and Establishments 
Act, 1961; the Plantation Workers Act 
1951; the Beedi and Cigar Workers 
(Conditions of Employment) Act, 1966, 
and the Motor Transport Workers Act, 
1961. 

●  The Government Order (GO) does not 
specify anything on leaves for 
government employees or anganwadi 
workers or Accredited Social Health 
Activists (ASHAs). 

●  As per the conditions imposed in the GO, 
there will be no provision to carry over 
the leave to the next month and women 
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are not mandated to provide any medical 
certificate 

 
Sanmitra initiative 
News -  

●  The Karnataka State Police Department 
has rolled out ‘Sanmitra’ ( a good friend). 

 
Sanmitra initiative 

●  It is an initiative aimed at providing 
sustained support, rehabilitation, and 
monitoring for individuals struggling 
with substance abuse.  

●  The programme seeks to address the issue 
not just through enforcement, but with 
empathy, guidance and structured 
rehabilitation 

●  Under the initiative, every police station 
across the State will establish a dedicated 
Sanmitra helpdesk.  

●  Police personnel designated under Sanmitra 
must maintain constant contact with 
affected individuals, engage with their 
families, and coordinate with mental 
health professionals to track monthly 
progress. 

●  Station heads must collect progress reports 
from Sanmitra personnel every two 
weeks and submit confidential monthly 
reports to the respective SP or DCP in 
sealed covers. 

                    
                 Tata Transformation Prize 
News -  

●  The New York Academy of Sciences and 
Tata Sons announced three scientists based 
out of Bengaluru as the winners of the 2025 
Tata Transformation Prize.  
Tata Transformation Prize winners are  

1. Padubidri V. Shivaprasad of National 
Centre for Biological Sciences, and  

2. Balasubramanian Gopal of Indian Institute 
of Science for research in food security, and  

3. Ambarish Ghosh of sustainability and 
healthcare, respectively. 

●  The winners were chosen from a pool of 212 
nominations spanning 27 Indian States by an 
international jury of scientists, clinicians, 
technologists, and engineers.  

●  Each winner will receive ₹2 crore to 
advance their research and scale its real-
world impact. 

 
Child Rights Index 
News 

●  The Karnataka State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (KSCPCR) 
launched a Child Rights Index, a first-of-its-
kind document in the country. 

 
Child Rights Index 

●  The document details the laws and 
schemes in each department for children, 
how effective the implementation of the 
same has been and what changes can be 
adopted for improving things.  

●  It is conceived to ensure the rights, 
protection and welfare of children 

 
State at 10th position in Child Rights Index 

●  Karnataka’s performance in realising child 
rights and well-being is ‘moderate’ and the 
State ranks 10th among 30 States, according 
to the Child Rights Index 2023. 

●  The index is calculated considering six 
dimensions:  

1. Right to Life,  
2. Right to an Enabling Environment 

to Live,  
3. Right to Nutrition,  
4. Right to Protection,  
5. Right to Education, and  
6. Right to Participation. 

 
Bengaluru Tech Summit (BTS) 
News-  

●  The Bengaluru Tech Summit (BTS) 2025 
took place from November 18 to 20, 2025, 
at the Bangalore International Exhibition 
Centre (BIEC).  

●  2025 theme - "Futurise," 
 
Bengaluru Tech Summit (BTS) 

●  Organizers: It is an initiative of the 
Department of Electronics, Information 
Technology and Biotechnology, 
Government of Karnataka, in partnership 
with industry stakeholders. 
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●  Significance - . The summit reinforced 
Karnataka's position as a global 
technology and innovation hub by 
bringing together innovators, 
researchers, entrepreneurs, and 
policymakers 

 
 Spider Malenadu 

 
 
News -  

●  Researchers discover new species of 
spider in a Chikkamagaluru village, name 
it after Malenadu 

●  A team of researchers exploring biodiversity 
in the Western Ghats has discovered a new 
species of spider belonging to pilia, a 
genus of jumping spiders, at Madhugundi 
village in Mudigere taluk of 
Chikkamagaluru.  

●  The researchers named it “Pilia malenadu”, 
to give credit to the place it was found 

 
KIA becomes India’s first airport to achieve 
Level 3 Accessibility Enhancement 
Accreditation 

●  The Kempegowda International Airport 
(KIA) has become the first airport in India to 
be awarded Level 3 in the Accessibility 
Enhancement Accreditation (AEA) 
programme by the Airports Council 
International (ACI). 

 
Fishermen’s Distress Relief Fund 
News -  

●  In a bid to strengthen the State’s fisheries 
sector, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 

announced that the compensation under 
the Fishermen’s Distress Relief Fund had 
been increased from ₹6 lakh to ₹10 lakh. 

●  Karnataka produced 9.63 lakh tonnes of fish 
in 2024–25, ranking third in total fish 
production nationwide. 

 
Fishermen’s Distress Relief Fund 

●  Purpose: To provide immediate financial 
relief and support to fishermen and their 
families in distress due to accidents, 
natural calamities, or death while at sea 
or on land. 

●  Administering Authority: The 
Department of Animal Husbandry and 
Fisheries, Government of Karnataka. 

●  Compensation Amount: The compensation 
amount for the family of a missing or 
deceased fisherman while at sea has 
recently been increased from ₹6 lakh to 
₹10 lakh in Karnataka. 

●  Eligibility: The applicant must be a 
registered fisherman/fisherwoman with the 
department and meet specific criteria 
depending on the nature of the claim (e.g., 
loss of life, damage to vessel/gear).  

 
Two menhirs believed to be from late megalithic  
period found   

 
News -  

●  In recent archaeological explorations 
conducted by the Adima Kala Trust (R.) of 
Udupi in Kundapur region, two menhirs 
were found at Hilkod situated on the 
Neralekatte-Ajri Road and at Mavinakere 
in Kenchanur village in Udupi district. 

●  The two menhirs, also called nilskals or 
free standing stones, were from the late 
megalithic period. 
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●  The nilskal of Mavinakere is about 112 
cm in height and is slightly leaning 
towards the north-west direction.  

●  The Hilkod nilskal is about 135 cm in 
height..  

 
Karnataka Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
bill 2025. 
News -  
Karnataka moves to expand disability rights 
with new quota 

●  The State government has released a draft of 
the Karnataka Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in Employment and Education 
Bill, 2025, proposing 5% reservation for 
persons with disabilities in all private 
establishments with 20 or more 
employees. 

●  The draft also mandates that educational 
institutions earmark 10% of seats in 
every course for students with 
disabilities, one of the most expansive 
attempts to overhaul inclusion in 
employment and in higher education. 

●  The draft sets out a phased introduction of 
the 5% job quota across the private 
sector. 

●  Companies must distribute these posts 
across disability categories based on a 
formula prescribed by the proposed State 
regulatory authority, file annual compliance 
reports, and can carry forward unfilled posts 
for up to three recruitment cycles. 

●  Exemptions will be granted only when 
essential job functions cannot be performed 
even with reasonable accommodation.  

●  For education, the Bill makes 10% 
reservation course-specific, not institution-
level, preventing colleges from averaging 
seats across programmes. 

 
Megalithic excavations in Chamarajanagar 
district reveal rare burial practices, rock art 

●  Recent excavations at Doddalathur in 
Chamarajanagar district have revealed new 
insights into early megalithic burial 
culture and traditions in southern 
Karnataka, including unusual layouts 
and rare engravings on boulders. 

●  Doddalathur, located in Hanur taluk and five 
kilometres southwest of Kowdalli, is one of 
the few surviving megalithic landscapes 
in the region where a large number of 
burials remain intact.  

●  the excavation – found 13 burials, 
comprising stone circles and cairn circles, 
constructed with natural boulders of varying 
diameters.  

❖ Four contained cists, or stone-slab 
chambers, while the rest were urn 
burials. 

●  “In the megalithic burials, the usual burial 
repertoire includes pottery known as black-
and-red ware, black ware and red ware, 
and iron objects. “These were also found in 
some of the burials that were excavated at 
Doddalathur,  

●  in addition to skeletal and animal remains 
and a few beads have also been found 

●  The most interesting discovery, according to 
researchers, is that of an iron object, which 
is circular in shape with two loops on 
either sides and resembles an iron shield.  

❖ This was found in association with iron 
weapons like axe, arrow, and a two-
pronged sword while the same burial 
has human figures engraved on the 
boulders. Underlining its importance,  

❖ this is significant because rock art is rare 
in this part of Karnataka.  

 
●  Charcoal samples from both urn and cist 

contexts were dated through AMS 
Carbon-14 analysis, placing the burials 
between the 6th century BCE and the 4th 
century CE, a timeframe consistent with 
megalithic occupation phases elsewhere in 
peninsular India 

 
Saalumarada Thimmakka  
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Why in news 

• Padma Shri awardee and environmental 
icon Saalumarada Thimmakka, 
renowned for planting 385 banyan trees, 
passed away at the age of 114 in 
Bengaluru. 

 
Biographical Details 

• Full Name: Saalumarada Thimmakka (born 
as Thimmakka). 

• Titles: She is widely known as "Vriksha 
Mathe" (Mother of Trees) and 
"Saalumarada Thimmakka” 

• Birthplace: She was born in Gubbi Taluk, 
Tumakuru District, Karnataka. 

• Environmental work: Her environmental 
work is centered around Hulikal Village, 
Magadi Taluk, Ramanagara District. 

• Spouse: She was married to Bikkala 
Chikkayya, who was her partner in planting 
trees until his death in 1991. 

• Lifespan: She passed away on November 
14, 2025, at the approximate age of 114 
years. 

 
The Environmental Achievements 

• Tree Species: She primarily planted 
Banyan trees (Scientific Name: Ficus 
benghalensis). 

• Location: The trees were planted along a 4 
to 4.5 km kilometer stretch of State Highway 
94 (SH-94) between Hulikal and Kudur  

• Number of Trees: She planted 385 banyan 
trees in this specific row. 

• Total Contribution: It is estimated she 
planted over 8,000 trees in total during her 
lifetime. 

• Methodology: She used thorny shrubs to 
fence the saplings and carried water pots for 
4 kilometers daily. 

 
Major Awards & Recognitions 

• Cabinet Rank (2022): The Karnataka 
Government appointed her as the 
"Environment Ambassador" with the 
status of a Cabinet Minister. 

• Padma Shri (2019): She received India's 
fourth-highest civilian award from President 
Ram Nath Kovind. 

• BBC 100 Women (2016): She was listed as 
one of the most influential and inspiring 
women in the world by the BBC. 

• Nadoja Award (2010): She received this 
prestigious honor from Kannada 
University, Hampi. 

• National Citizen’s Award (1995): She was 
honored by the Government of India for her 
grassroots work. 

• Indira Priyadarshini Vrikshamitra 
Award (1997): She received this national 
award specifically for contributions to 
afforestation. 

• International Honor: An environmental 
organization in Los Angeles, USA, is named 
"Thimmakka’s Resources for 
Environmental Education". 

 
Government Initiatives & Legacy 

• Saalumarada Thimmakka Tree Parks: 
The Karnataka State Government has 
established tree parks in every Assembly 
Constituency to increase green cover. 

• Tree Preservation: In 2019, the Bagepalli-
Halaguru road widening project was 
modified to save her heritage banyan trees. 

• Memorial Fund (2025): Following her 
death, the Karnataka Government 
announced a ₹1 Crore Corpus Fund to 
institute an annual environment award in 
her name. 

• 114 Saplings: To mark her age at passing, 
the government announced the planting of 
114 saplings at distinct locations. 
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