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US-Israel-Iran War Houthis) expanded its influence across

International Relations
Context

e Following the launch of Operation Epic Fury
(U.S.) and Operation Roaring Lion (Israel),
the geopolitical landscape has shifted
fundamentally with the confirmed death of
Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

e Iran retaliated through Operation True
Promise 4, launching missile attacks against
Israel and nearby Gulf states.

e Iran retaliated with missile and drone attacks
on U.S. facilities in Bahrain, Qatar, UAE,
Kuwait, and Jordan.

e Iran has effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz
through threats and on tankers,
reducing shipping traffic by 70% and risking
global oil supply disruptions.

strikes

US-Israel-Iran war
Background of the Current Escalation

e Long-standing Hostility & Ideological
Rivalry: Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
the U.S. and Iran have been locked in a “Cold
War” posture. This relationship has been
defined by severe economic sanctions, the
labeling of Iran as a state sponsor of
terrorism.

e Collapse of the Nuclear Deal (JCPOA): The
withdrawal of the U.S. from the 2015 Nuclear
Deal in 2018 triggered a “maximum
pressure” campaign.

e Iran responded by gradually breaching
enrichment limits, leading the U.S. and Israel to
view a nuclear-armed Iran as an imminent
existential threat that could no longer be
contained by diplomacy alone.

e The “Gray Zone” and Proxy Warfare: For
years, the conflict was fought in the shadows via
proxies. Iran’s support for the “Axis of
Resistance” (Hamas, Hezbollah, and the

Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and Yemen.

Global Implications
e Energy Shock & Inflation: Qil prices likely to
surge beyond levels. Higher
transportation and insurance premiums.
e Risk of global stagflation (slow growth + high
inflation).
e Global Supply Chain Disruption: Qil, LNG,
fertilizers, petrochemicals affected. Shipping
led to

sustainable

rerouted via longer routes which
increased freight costs.

e China & Russia Factor: China is the largest
buyer of Iranian oil. Russia may benefit from
high oil prices.

Impact on India

e Energy Inflation: As India imports 85% of its
crude, the “war surcharge” on shipping and
rising oil prices are putting immense pressure on
the rupee.

e Diaspora Safety: With 8-9 million Indians in
the Gulf, the Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) has met to discuss potential large-scale
evacuations as commercial flights to the region
are being suspended.

e Trade Disruptions: Exports of agricultural
goods and imports of essential fertilizers are
currently at risk due to maritime insecurity.

e Strategic Connectivity: Chabahar Port (Iran)
for Central Asia access; 12U2 (India-Israel-
UAE-USA grouping); IMEC (India-Middle
East-Europe Corridor); Gulf partnerships
(UAE, Saudi Arabia), and Israel relations.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Additional Information - West Asia (Middle East)

ASIA

MEDITERRANEAN
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e [t is a subregion of Asia that is bordered by
Europe to the west, Central Asia to the north,
South Asia to the east, and Africa and the
Arabian sea to the south.

e The region of West Asia roughly includes
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Cyprus,
Georgia, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Iran, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates,
and Yemen.

It is strategically vital due to:
1. Energy resources (0il & gas reserves);
2. Chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz,
Mandeb, Suez Canal;
3. Religious significance (Jerusalem, Mecca,

Bab-el-

Medina);

4. Geo-strategic location linking Asia, Africa, and
Europe;

5. Major external power involvement (US,

Russia, China);

6. The region is currently undergoing structural
transformation marked by power realignments,
proxy wars, and strategic competition.

Important maps -
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Strait of Hormuz

e Location - The Strait of Hormuz lies between
Iran to the north and Oman and the United
Arab Emirates to the south, linking the
Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the
Arabian Sea.

e At its narrowest point it is about 33
kilometres wide, with shipping lanes just a few
kilometres across in either direction.

e Significance- Nearly half of India’s crude oil
and around 60 per cent of its natural gas
imports pass through the strait.

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
Context
o The Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) will enhance surveillance and
enforcement on market manipulators and cyber
fraudsters through technology and use Artificial
Intelligence (Al).

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
e [tistheregulatory authority for the securities
and capital markets in India.
e [t was established in 1988 and given statutory
powers through the SEBI Act of 1992.
e [t falls under the administrative control of the
Ministry of Finance.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Objective:
1. Protect the interests of investors in securities.
2. Promote the development of the securities
market.
3. Regulate the securities market in India.

Composition: SEBI consists of:

1. A Chairperson (appointed by the Central
Government).

2. Two members from the Ministry of Finance.

3. One member from the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

4. Five other members (at least three whole-
time members).

Missile Defence Systems
Defence
Context

e The renewed hostilities between the United
States-led coalition (including Israel and
United Arab Emirates) and Iran have tested a
newly integrated regional air and missile
defence network in West Asia.

Missile defence system -

e It is a sophisticated, multi-layered
architecture designed to detect, track, and
destroy incoming ballistic and cruise
missiles.

India’s Missile Defence Architecture
Multi-layered Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD)
system under DRDO:

e The Prithvi Air Defence (PAD) interceptor is
designed for exo-atmospheric interception to
intercept incoming missiles at altitudes of 50
km to 180 km.

e The Advanced Air Defence (AAD) interceptor
is intended for endo-atmospheric interception
during the terminal phase to neutralise threats
within the Earth’s atmosphere at altitudes up
to 30 km.

Layered Air Defence Shield:

INDIAS AIR DEFENCE LAYERS

_

.y B

BARAK-8 BALLISTIC MSILE
MRSAM DEFENCE

MEDIUM-RANGE

Akasy  JRSAM

SHORT-RANGE
SHORT-RANGE

tbole

$-400
LONG-RANGE

INTERCEPTION
OF BALLISTIC
MISSILES

e The S-400 Triumf is a highly advanced, mobile,
Russian-developed surface-to-air missile
(SAM) system inducted by India to enhance
long-range air defence capability.

e Medium-Range (70-100 km): The Barak-8
(MRSAM/LRSAM), co-developed with Israel,
provides 360-degree protection for both land
and naval assets.

e Short-Range (25-50 km): The indigenous
Akash system and Israel’s SPYDER protect
strategic points and mobile army units.

e Mission Sudarshan Chakra: Announced as a
comprehensive vision for 2035, Mission
Sudarshan Chakra aims to create an all-
encompassing, Al-enabled national shield.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Key Air-Defence Systems of other countries

Country/Region Key Systems

Russia S-400 Triumph, S-300VM,
S-350  Vityaz, S-500
Prometheus

USA THAAD, Patriot (PAC-3
MSE), Golden Dome (in
development)

[srael Iron Dome, David’s Sling,
Iron Beam

China HQ-9, HQ-22, HQ-16

European  Sky  Shield | Skyranger, IRIS-T SLM

Initiative (ESSI)

PM Inaugurates India’s First Semiconductor Plant
Economy
Context

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated
India’s first semiconductor facility at Sanand
in Gujarat.

o The semiconductor plant has been set up by
Micron Technology (an American chipmaker) as
an Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging
(ATMP) facility, with an investment of X22,516
crore at Sanand, Gujarat.

Semiconductor Chips

e These are materials which have a conductivity
between conductors and insulators.

e Example - They can be pure elements, silicon or
germanium or compounds; gallium, arsenide
or cadmium selenide.

e Significance of Semiconductor Chips - They
are the basic building blocks that serve as the
heart and brain of all modern electronics and
information and communication technology
products.

e Applications - These chips are now an integral
part of contemporary automobiles, household
gadgets and essential medical devices such as
ECG machines.

India Semiconductor Mission (ISM)

Launched by - Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology.
Aim - To build a vibrant semiconductor
manufacturing ecosystem to enable India’s
emergence as a global hub for electronics
manufacturing and design.

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
History

In News

The Prime Minister addressed the 350th
Martyrdom Year (Shaheedi Samagam) of
Guru Tegh Bahadur, paying tribute to his
sacrifice and highlighting India’s legacy of
bravery, harmony, and social unity.

Guru Tegh Bahadur

He was born in 1621 in Amritsar to Guru
Hargobind, the sixth Sikh Guru.

At age 13, his bravery in battle earned him the
name “Tegh Bahadur” (Brave of the Sword).
He spent years in meditation at Bakala before
being recognized as the ninth Sikh Guru in
1664, after being identified by the trader
Makhan Shah.

His son, Guru Gobind Singh, later honored
him as one who gave his head but not his
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faith, cementing his legacy as “Hind di Chadar”
— the protector of India’s conscience and
dharma.

Contributions

e He founded Chak Nanki (now Anandpur
Sahib) and travelled widely across North and
East India, spreading spiritual teachings that
emphasized fearlessness (nirbhau), equality,
and devotion to one God.

e His message resonated widely during the reign
of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb, a period
marked by religious tensions and forced
conversions.

e When Kashmiri Brahmins sought his
protection against persecution, Guru Tegh
Bahadur stood up for their religious freedom,
challenging Mughal authority.

e Death - He was arrested in Delhi and, after
refusing to convert to Islam, was publicly
executed in 1675 at Chandni Chowk along
with his companions.

e His martyrdom is remembered as a supreme
sacrifice for religious liberty.

Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS)
Polity and Governance
Context
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a
meeting of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) to review the evolving
situation in West Asia.

Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS)

e It is the apex decision-making body in India
responsible for matters related to national
security and defence.

e Itis chaired by the Prime Minister, it typically
includes key ministers such as the Home
Minister, Defence Minister, Finance Minister,
and External Affairs Minister.

e The National Security Advisor (NSA) acts as a
secretary-level coordinator for issues within
its purview.

Coconut Promotion Scheme
Schemes
Context
e The 2026-27 Union budget announced a
‘Coconut Promotion Scheme’.

Coconut Promotion Scheme
e Aim: Improving productivity by rejuvenating
old, non-productive gardens with high
yielding coconut varieties and establishing
new plantations along the coast.
e Nodal agency - Coconut Development Board
(CDB)

Additional Information - Coconut (Cocos nucifera)

e [t is a major perennial horticultural
plantation crop of India, predominantly grown
in the humid tropics and coastal regions.

e [t thrives in well-drained sandy loam soils,
high humidity, and temperatures between
27-32°C. It requires plenty of sunlight.

e India is one of the leading producers of coconut
globally. Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka
together contribute about 82-83% of India’s
coconut production.

Bureau of Energy Efficiency Commemorates 25th
Foundation Day
Environment
Context
e The 25th Foundation Day of the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) was celebrated at the
India Habitat Centre.

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)

e It is an Indian statutory body under the
Ministry of Power.

e Established in 2002 under the Energy
Conservation Act, 2001,

e Objective - to reduce the energy intensity of
the Indian economy through market-driven
initiatives and self-regulation.

Major Programs & Initiatives
e Standards & Labelling (S&L) Scheme:
Provides star-rating labels on appliances (e.g.,

www.insightsonindia.com
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refrigerators, ACs) to inform consumers
about energy efficiency and savings potential.

e Perform, Achieve & Trade (PAT): A market-
based mechanism under the National Mission for
Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) that
incentivizes large energy-intensive
industries to meet efficiency targets.

e Energy Conservation Building Codes (ECBC):
Guidelines for efficient building design.

e Assistance in Deploying Energy Efficient
Technologies in Industries and
Establishments (ADEETIE) Scheme: Assists

MSMEs in adopting energy-efficient
technologies with technical and financial
support.

e National Energy Conservation Awards
(NECA): Annual recognition for exemplary
energy efficiency achievements.

Rice fortification Scheme Suspended
Economy
In News

e The Government of India has decided to
temporarily discontinue rice fortification
under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) and other welfare schemes
after a review of its implementation.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana

(PMGKAY)
e Launched in - It was announced as part of the
relief package during the COVID-19
pandemic.

e Aim - To ensure sufficient food for the poor
and needy during the coronavirus crisis.

e Ministry - The department of Food and Public
Distribution under the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.

e Beneficiaries - Under the scheme, about 80
Crore beneficiaries are eligible for
foodgrains (free-of-cost).

Additional Information - Food fortification
e Definition - Food Fortification is the practice of
increasing the content of one or more
micronutrients (i.e., vitamins and minerals)
in a food.

e Significance - To improve the nutritional quality
of the food and provide a public health benefit
with minimal risk to health.

e Rice fortification - It involves the addition of
micronutrients (Iron, Folic Acid, Vitamin B
12).

e Milk fortification - It involves the addition of
vitamins A and D, which helps in combating
deficiencies linked to these vitamins.

e Salt fortification - It involves the addition of
iodine (iodized salt) to prevent
deficiency disorders.

iodine

World Obesity Atlas 2026
Health
Context
e India ranks second globally in the number of
children who are overweight or living with
obesity, according to the World Obesity Atlas
2026 released on World Obesity Day (4 March).

World Obesity Atlas

e Published by - World Obesity Federation.

e It provides global data, projections, and policy
insights on obesity trends and related health
risks.

e The report highlights that the global target to
halt the rise in childhood obesity by 2025 has
been missed, and the deadline has now been
extended to 2030.

Government Initiatives

e POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition
Mission): Focuses on improving nutritional
outcomes for children, adolescents, and
women through convergence of nutrition-
related schemes.

e Fit India Movement: Launched to promote
physical activity, fitness culture, and
behavioural change among citizens.

e Eat Right India: Initiative by the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India to encourage
healthy diets, food safety, and reduction of
unhealthy food consumption.

e School Health and Wellness Programme:
Promotes health education, physical activity,
and lifestyle awareness among school students.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Golestan Palace
Art & Culture

In News
e Tehran's Golestan Palace, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, sustained damage from
shockwaves and debris caused by US-Israel
airstrikes.

Golestan Palace

e [t is a historic royal complex that served as
the official residence of the Qajar dynasty and
is one of the oldest historic monuments in
Tehran.

e The origins of the complex date back to the
Safavid Dynasty, when Tehran first gained
importance as a political centre. Later rulers
expanded and renovated the palace complex.

e (Golestan Palace reflects a blend of traditional
Persian architecture and Western influences
introduced during the 19th century.

e Inscribed by UNESCO in 2013, it preserves
cultural archives, early Iranian photography, and
sites of historic coronations.

Important Structures within the Complex

e Shams-ol-Emareh (Edifice of the Sun): One of
the most famous buildings in the palace complex.

e [t was built in the 1860s by Naser al-Din Shah
Qajar.

e Marble Throne Hall (Takht-e-Marmar): Used
for royal coronations and official ceremonies.

e Mirror Hall:
mosaics and luxurious decoration.

e Museum Buildings: The complex houses
several museums displaying Qajar-era paintings
& royal gifts and artefacts.

Famous for extensive mirror

High Chances of El Nifio After July: WMO
Geography

In News

e The World Meteorological Organization
forecasts a high likelihood of El Nifio developing
in the latter half of 2026, following the fading of
the current La Nifia into ENSO-neutral
conditions.

e EI Nino and La Nina are complex weather
patterns resulting from variations in ocean
temperatures in the Equatorial Pacific Region.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Feature

Meaning

Ocean Temp.

Trade Winds

Difference between El Nifio and La Niia

El Nifio (Warm Phase)

Spanish for "Little Boy"

Abnormal warming of eastern Pacific

Weaken or reverse direction

La Nifia (Cold Phase)

Spanish for "Little Girl"

Abnormal cooling of eastern Pacific

Indian Monsoon

Winter in India

Frequency

Weakens monsoon;
droughts

months

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

(UNCLOS)
International Relations

Context

The Iranian frigate IRIS Dena was reportedly
sunk off the south-western coast of Sri Lanka
after a torpedo strike by a United States Navy
submarine.

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

often leads to

Generally warmer/milder winters

Occurs every 2-7 years; lasts 9-12

Become unusually strong

Strengthens monsoon; brings heavy rainfall

Severely cold winters in North India

Occurs every 2-7 years; can last 1-3 years

e Membership: including the
European Union.

¢ Countries such as India, Japan, and

168 parties,

China are parties.
e Note - The United States has sighed but

not ratified the convention.

Maritime Zones under UNCLOS

Quter Space
(UNCLOS)
e [tisacomprehensive international treaty that
establishes the legal framework for < National e International _________
Airspace Airspace
governance of oceans and seas. ’”
e Adoptedin 1982 at Montego Bay, Jamaica and ) 0 m
. . nm
entered into force in 1994. lenm—>
Land\| Territorial | Contiguous High
def Sea Zone Seas
I ines: . .
t defines . ) B «— Exclusive Economic Zone—»
e Maritime boundaries of coastal states A 200 nm >
e Rights and duties of states in maritime zones 2
¢ Rules for navigation, resource exploitation, L The
and environmental protection | ) deep
. . - N ««——Continental Shelf
e Because of its extensive scope, it is commonly E M
referred to as the “Constitution of the Oceans.” bed
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e UNCLOS divides the oceans into several legal
zones, each with different rights and
responsibilities.

e Territorial Sea: Extends up to 12 nautical
miles from a coastal state’s baseline. The
coastal state has full sovereignty over these
waters. Foreign ships enjoy the right of innocent
passage.

e Contiguous Zone: Extends 12-24 nautical
miles from the baseline. Coastal states can
enforce relating to Customs,
immigration, sanitation & security.

e Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): Extends up to
200 nautical miles. The coastal state has
exclusive rights over natural resources.
However, other states retain freedom of
navigation and overflight.

e High Seas (International Waters): Areas
beyond the EEZ of any state. No country has
sovereignty over them. Governed by
international law and UNCLOS principles.

laws

India renews Bilateral Swap Arrangement with
Japan
International Relations
In News
e India has renewed its Bilateral Swap
Arrangement (BSA) with Japan with effect
from 28th February, 2026.

Basic terms -Currency swap

e [tis a financial agreement where two parties
exchange the principal and interest of a loan
in one currency for the equivalent in another.

o These are typically medium- to long-term
contracts used by multinational corporations
and central banks to manage risks or reduce
borrowing costs.

Additional Information - India & Japan relations
Defence and Security
e Military Exercises: Malabar, Dharma
Guardian, and JIMEX exercises enhance
interoperability and Indo-Pacific security.

e Bullet Train: The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail exemplifies flagship India-Japan
transport cooperation.

e Energy: Clean Energy Partnership (2022)
expands hydrogen, renewables, and climate

cooperation.

e (Quad: Quad coordination ensures Indo-Pacific
stability through collective maritime
commitments.

e SCRI: Supply Chain Resilience Initiative

(SCRI) reduces dependency on China for the
supply of critical goods.

e Forums: India and Japan cooperate in G20,
International Solar Alliance (ISA), CDRI, and
IPEF, strengthening multilateral governance.

e Space: ISRO-JAXA LUPEX mission exemplifies
frontier collaboration in space exploration.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
International
News

e The Director General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA has said that
there has been no evidence of Iran building a
nuclear bomb.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

e [t was established in 1957 as the world’s
“Atoms for Peace” organisation within the
UN.

e It serves as the UN’s nuclear watchdog,
promoting peaceful atomic energy use while
verifying safeguards against proliferation.

e Headquartered in Vienna, the body got the
2005 Nobel Peace Prize for non-proliferation
efforts.

e TheIAEA has 178 member states, India being
one of the founding members of it.

Project HANUMAN
Environment
News
e Project HANUMAN is a new initiative by the
Andhra Pradesh government to mitigate
human-wildlife conflicts through advanced

e Trade: Bilateral trade reached approximately rescue, monitoring, and community
$23 billion in 2023-24. protection measures.
e FDI:JapanisIndia’s fifth-largest source of FDI
www.insightsonindia.com 2
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Project HANUMAN

Acronym - Healing and Nurturing Units for
Monitoring, Aid and Nursing of Wildlife.
Objective - It targets forest-fringe areas
prone to incidents like elephant raids and
snake bites, promoting coexistence via
scientific tools and local involvement.

Key Features

100 GPS-enabled vehicles, 93 rapid response
units and 7 wildlife ambulances for quick
rescues and aid.

Four rescue centers in Visakhapatnam,
Rajamahendravaram, Tirupati, and Birlut (or
Byrluti).

‘Vajra’ volunteer teams at village level for
minor incidents like snake rescues.

Al systems for tracking animal movements
and early warnings to settlements.

HANUMAN app for reporting conflicts and
coordination.

Enhanced compensation like ¥10 lakh for
human deaths, X2 lakh for injuries, market
value for livestock.

Sungudi Saris
Art and Culture

Sungudi sarees are gaining popularity among
consumers looking for distinctive and eco-
friendly fashion.

Sungudi saris

Sungudi saris are traditional cotton saris which
are Perfected by the Saurashtrian
community, who migrated from Gujarat to
Madurai (Tamil Nadu) in the 17th century.

It features intricate tie-and-dye patterns
inspired by the night sky.

It is hand-knotted, dyed, washed, starched,
and sun-dried, often revealing over 15,000
delicate white dots.

The process takes more than 15 days, producing
breathable, culturally rich garments prized
across generations.

The Madurai Sungudi
Geographical Indication (GI) tag in December
2005.

sari received the
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